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Abstract:

Meanings differ from one another in various ways, and this difference is rooted in the
nature of the linguistic structures that generate those meanings, as well as in the methods
through which meanings are expanded. Meanings perceived through techniques such as
foregrounding and postponement (word order variation) are not equivalent to meanings
generated through other means; each linguistic form has its own distinctive way of
producing meaning. For this reason, rhetoric, through its three branches—al-Bayan (figures
of speech and imagery), al-Ma‘ani (semantics and contextual appropriateness), and al-Badi*
(rhetorical embellishment)—has concerned itself with all elements of communication: the
text, the speaker, and the recipient.

This study is entitled “Qur’anic Metaphor: Its Structure and Rhetoric.” It is based on a
central research problem supported by the following questions: Is there a relationship
between words and meanings? Is meaning founded solely upon the duality of eloquence and
rhetoric, or does it extend beyond them?.

Metaphor is an image established through the correspondence of two images, built
upon a comparison that produces a meaning arising from the interaction of two concepts. It
is therefore necessary to examine the structure of words, the external factors surrounding
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them, and their internal relationships so that the metaphor may be constructed correctly and
convey a sound and coherent meaning.

Keywords: Qur’anic metaphor, lexical eloquence, rhetorical significance, the three
participants of communication, rhetorical arts.
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