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Abstract:

The ethics of René Descartes are based on reason as the primary guide for human
behavior. Descartes believed that true virtue is achieved when reason controls passions and
emotions, directing people toward goodness and moderation. Since discovering the truth
takes time, he proposed what he called “ provisional morality “, as set of practical rules
that help individuals live morally while pursuing philosophical inquiry. These rules include
respecting the laws and customs of society, remaining firm in one’s decisions after making
them, seeking to change oneself rather than the world, and developing the mind through
knowledge and learning. Descartes also argued that happiness does not depend on wealth or
fame, but on peace of mind and the proper use of free will according to reason. Therefore,
ethics in Descartes’ philosophy are closely connected to freedom and responsibility. A

person becomes virtuous by making rational choices, controlling desires and emotions, and
acting wisely for the benefit of both themselves and others.
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The importance of this topic lies in the fact that it sheds light on an aspect often
receiving less attention than others in Descartes’ philosophy, even though it represents the
practical fruit of his philosophical project as a whole.

Keywords: Reason, Will, Morality, Virtue, happiness
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1-Descartes René. Lettre sur la morale, correspondances avec la princesse Elisabeth,
Chanut, et la reine Christine. Texte revue et présentée par Jaques Chevalier. Paris, Bovin et
C', éditeurs.
2-E.Denissoff. Descartes, premier théoricien de la physique mathématique. Paris, VI°,
édition Béatrice- Nauwelaerts, publication universitaires de Louvain, 1970.
3-Georges Touchard. La Morale de Descartes. Paris, Ernest Leroux, éditeur, 1998.
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