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Representations of cultural conflict in contemporary Algerian feminist fiction: A
Reading of the Novel: "The Forbidden" by Malika Mokeddem
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Abstract:

The relationship between "ego™ and "other" is the central framework of contemporary
Arab feminist narrative. Feminist writing has sought to dismantle the patriarchal authority
that dominates all spheres through writing and by challenging the unspoken. Our study aims
to describe the manifestations of this relationship in one of Malika Mokeddem's novels,
known for her boldness in dissecting the "other"—the Eastern man representing Arab
culture and the European man representing foreign culture. Our goal is to reveal the
manifestations of cultural conflict and define the nature of the relationships established
between these parties.

Among the findings is that Malika Mokeddem presents a vision that differs from that
found in other Arab narratives. She tends to reject the "Arab other" and embrace the
"“foreign other™ and the cultural conflict of the female self in Mokeddem 's narratives is an

internal conflict directed towards the local other.
Keywords: the ego, the other, the feminist narrative, masculinity, cultural conflict.
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