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Abstract:

This article explores the terminological and conceptual complexities
surrounding the "Historical Novel" as a literary genre predicated on the precarious
juxtaposition of historical fact and narrative fiction. The study examines the
theoretical frameworks of Paul Ricceur and Hayden White regarding the "poetics of
history" and the "content of the form." Furthermore, it analyzes the contemporary
Arabic critical debate over alternative nomenclatures, ranging from Abdullah
Ibrahim’s "Historical Imagination" to Wassiny Laredj’s "Investigative Novel." By
investigating these shifts, the article highlights how the historical novel functions as
an "alternative history"—one that reclaims the marginalized voices and human
dimensions overlooked by official historiography. It concludes that the fluidity of
these terms reflects the genre's inherent resistance to rigid categorization and its
pivotal role in reshaping our understanding of the past through the lens of
contemporary identity.

Keywords: Historical Novel, Historical Imagination, Narrative Identity, Paul
Ricceur, Hayden White, Investigative Novel, Historiography.
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