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Abstract

Qur’anic exegetes have devoted considerable attention to studying all linguistic
aspects of the Qur’an—Iexical, grammatical, morphological, and rhetorical. Their primary
concern in this field has been to identify the distinctive rhetorical features of the Qur’an and
to explore their meanings and purposes. Among these rhetorical devices, simile occupies a
prominent position, which is why it has received extensive scholarly discussion and
analysis. Exegetes have examined its subtleties and intricacies, deriving from it
manifestations of eloquence and indicators of divine inimitability (i jaz).

Their inquiry, however, was not limited to aesthetic or stylistic considerations; it
extended to investigating the objectives and purposes for which God—Exalted be He—
employed simile so frequently. This led them to recognize its argumentative and evidential
functions and to view it as a persuasive rhetorical mechanism intended for reasoning and
conviction. Many exegetes, such as al-Zamakhshari, al-Razi, al-Baydawi, and Tahir ibn
‘Ashiir, focused specifically on this dimension.

This study seeks to provide a concise overview of their perspectives, followed by an
analysis and interpretation within the framework of contemporary argumentation theory,
focusing on the following points:

« The argumentative function of simile in classical Arabic rhetoric: demonstrating that
simile was regarded as one of the mechanisms of argumentation by early rhetoricians.

« The argumentative role of figurative imagery in modern linguistic theories: through an
examination of the views of specialists in argumentation and pragmatics.

« Examples from Sturat al-Baqarah illustrating argumentative uses of simile: supported by
the insights of exegetes who emphasized rhetorical aspects in their commentaries.

A close review of exegetical works reveals that many commentators were fully aware
of this argumentative dimension of simile and gave it significant attention in their
interpretations.

Keywords: argumentation, persuasion, simile, rhetoric, representation, exegesis.
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