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Abstract:

This study examines the concept of rhetorical competence in light of its overlap with
related linguistic and cognitive terms. It traces its semantic roots and manifestations in
classical rhetorical heritage and contemporary studies in order to clarify its terminological
specificity and distinguish it from adjacent concepts. The study aims to highlight the
methodological value of the concept in modern rhetorical research, assess its scientific
validity, and propose an integrative framework that enhances terminological clarity and
coherence.

Adopting a descriptive, analytical, and comparative approach, the study concludes that
these related terms represent different levels of competence and do not individually amount
to a rhetorical malaka. It also finds that rhetorical competence is a stable cognitive ability
developed through learning and sustained practice, characterized by mastery and
spontaneous discourse production. The study further emphasizes the need to refine the
concept to avoid methodological confusion in contemporary rhetorical studies.

Keywords: Rhetorical competence, taste, concepts, competence, ability, skill.
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