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Abstract:

Occidentalism seeks to reshape Arab identity and cultural belonging in order to
preserve its authenticity and prevent it from being swept away by the illusions and
temptations of Western civilization, which have profoundly influenced Arab thought,
culture, and behavior. The serious repercussions witnessed in the Arab world amid the
growing fascination with the West and its civilization have drawn the attention of critics and
scholars to the necessity of examining these phenomena, revealing their implications, and
warning against their potential dangers.

Given that this issue is deeply intertwined with historical and geographical extensions
that constitute the core of Arab identity, and is grounded in accumulated ideologies that
have shaped contemporary Arab reality—particularly in light of the challenges of
globalization and its far-reaching impacts across various fields—this study attempts to
analyze the status of Occidentalism in the Arab world within a postcolonial context and

under the pressures of globalization. This is achieved through deconstructing the flow of
Western cultural hegemony and reconstructing the relationship between the Arab self and
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the Western Other on more balanced foundations, with the aim of reestablishing a critical
civilizational dialogue that reinforces Arab cultural identity without falling into dependency
or isolation.
Keywords: Occidentalism, Cultural Identity, the Arab World, Postcolonialism,
Globalization.
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