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Urban youth and the informal sector: manifestations of social exclusion in the city of
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Abstract:

Algerian youth are considered a key demographic force for social change, but they
face numerous challenges in the formal labor market. As a last resort to escape long-term
unemployment and secure their daily sustenance, many turn to the informal sector, such as
street vending in the neighborhoods of Oran, due to the lack of decent job opportunities in
the formal sector. This has led many to seek employment in the informal sector to cope with
unemployment and provide for their daily needs. This study examines this “new social
reality,” attempting to understand the dynamics of social exclusion and vulnerability
experienced by these young people, and their ability to develop alternative integration
strategies. It questions whether this work represents a reconstruction of reality or a
perpetuation of exclusion and marginalization.

Keywords: Youth, precarious work, the informal sector, unemployment, the city,
integration, exclusion.
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