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Abstract:

Algeria experienced a prolonged period of colonial domination during which its
identity was subjected to systematic attempts of erasure. The colonizer sought to entrench
its hegemony by fragmenting national unity through ethnic policies, impoverishing the
indigenous population via land expropriation, suppressing educational institutions and the
Arabic language, encouragingChristianization, and restricting French education to a
privilegeminority. This context led to the emergence of an intellectual current deeply
influenced by French culture, which defended it through its writings and discourse. In
contrast, another current rooted in Arab-Islamic culture rejected the French presence,
considering it an enemy that had to be eliminated. Each currentdeveloped under specific
historical conditions and through the contribution of particular intellectual figures. This
article therefore examines the concept of the Algerian intellectual and the socio-historical

conditions that shaped its emergence.
Keywords: Intellectual, Identity, Algeria, Culture.
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