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Abstra

This study aims to explore Algerian popular proverbs and their role in
consolidating social values, considering the proverb as one of the most significant forms
of oral expression embedded in the collective memory of Algerian society. These
proverbs carry deep symbolic meanings that reflect the community’s cultural identity
and specificity. Far from being mere inherited sayings, they embody accumulated
wisdom and human experience, contributing to the transmission of popular culture from
one generation to another and addressing various aspects of people’s lived realities.

Among the most prominent themes reflected in these proverbs are social values,
which constitute the essence of collective life, as they regulate human relations and
ensure the proper functioning of society. Solidarity eases hardships and strengthens
cohesion; kinship ties safeguard the continuity and stability of the family; good
neighborliness promotes harmony within the social environment; while honesty and
trustworthiness form the foundation of confidence and fair dealings among individuals.
Through such values, human spiritual and moral needs are fulfilled, and strong bonds are
created, rendering the community more resilient in the face of challenges.

For this reason, social values have acquired a central position in Algerian proverbs,
which not only acknowledged and praised them but also urged individuals to uphold
them as both a matter of personal honor and a guarantee of the community’s cohesion
and continuity. Many of these proverbs still resonate in everyday life today, carrying
within them noble ideals of solidarity, mutual assistance, and harmonious coexistence. In
this way, they function as an effective means of preserving popular culture and
reinforcing social cohesion

Keywords: : Popular proverbs, popular culture, social values
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