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Abstract

Traditional architecture in the Kabylie region is distinguished by its remarkable
uniqueness and aesthetic harmony, characterized by architectural features inspired by the
mountainous nature and the region’s deep-rooted history. This distinctiveness is reflected in
the integration of dwellings with their natural surroundings, the use of local building
materials, and the social and cultural character that embodies the inhabitants’ identity and
their strong attachment to the land and traditions.

This study presents an archaeological reading of the village of Aourir, located in the
municipality of Ifigha, as a representative model of traditional villages in Kabylie.
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Traditional architecture in this region stands as a true reflection of the local identity; it
expresses not only aesthetic taste or the material need for shelter but also represents a
comprehensive social and cultural system.

The research adopts a descriptive and analytical approach, combining archaeological
fieldwork and historical investigation with a social dimension. It relies on architectural
observations and oral interviews conducted with members of cultural associations and the
village elders who work to preserve this heritage. The study also examines the materials and
building techniques used in traditional architecture, highlighting the skill of local builders in
adapting to their natural environment. Furthermore, it explores the traditional lifestyle and
the individual’s relationship with the surrounding environment.

Keywords: Aourir, traditional village, Kabylie region, social dimension, heritage
preservation
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