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Abstract:

Trade unions emerged around the world as a reaction to the deteriorating social and economic
conditions of the working class, a result of the dire and harsh conditions experienced by societies
during that period. The first trade union representations emerged in the form of trade union
federations in Britain during the 1720s, the cradle of economic transformations and the
development of labor, with the replacement of traditional manual labor with industrial machinery.

601



mailto:farid.hassini@univ-alger2.dz
mailto:farid.hassini@univ-alger2.dz

Despite this, workers' protests were primarily against harsh working conditions and long working
hours, which often exceeded 18 hours a day, for a wage that was neither sufficient nor sufficient.
The fever of chaos and protests spread throughout European countries, such as France and
Germany, major industrial and economic powers. Demands then expanded to various colonies in
these countries, urging governments to change and find solutions to raise the standard of living and
purchasing power of the working class, in order to combat the poverty and disease prevalent in
these countries. This made resorting to labor blocs in the form of unions to defend the rights of the
working class an inevitable necessity. As for the emergence of labor unions in the Third World
countries, most of them came in the form of anti-colonial organizations, with a revolutionary,
liberation, and political dimension, as they did not derive their historical roots from the economic
class struggle, because the major industries were geographically distant from these countries on the
one hand, and the absence of collective union awareness among workers on the other hand. Thus,
material and moral demands, such as raising the value of physical effort in exchange for work and
reducing working hours, were the prevailing demands in that period.
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