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Abstract:

This article attempts to address the issue of reading and its place in the context of
interpretation in the thought of Paul Ricoeur (1913-2005), one of the most important
philosophers of contemporary Western thought and the current representative of
philosophical hermeneutics. He authored many critical philosophical books on
interpretation, historical analysis in the philosophy of language, theories of action,
structuralism, theology, semiotics, psychology, in addition to his well-known writings on
religious symbolism (symbolism of evil) and psychoanalysis (Freud and philosophy).

This is explored through an investigation of his philosophy, which, although it may seem
disconnected from prior philosophies, is open to various intellectual fronts. This becomes
evident in his dialogue with structuralism, semiotics, and the philosophy of language. In this
way, Ricoeur establishes communication with other philosophers to build his interpretive
philosophical project, which, although it starts with writing to produce a text, is inseparable

from reading. Reading is an active process through which the semantic energy of the text is
unlocked. If interpretation is the art that helps us decode texts, this can only occur through
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reading, which varies and diverges toward a single text. This makes the effectiveness of
reading one of the most significant issues worth considering.
Keywords: Text - Reading — Discourse - Reading Theories - Interpretation
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