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Abstract:

This study aims to reveal the effects of contemporary consumerism on the level of
fragility and liquidity of social relationships from the perspective of Zygmunt Bauman's
critical analysis, within the framework of his general critique of liquid modernity and its
most important manifestations and consequences. In his critical thesis, Bauman arrived at a
fundamental idea upon which he built his basic critiqgue of consumerism and its resulting
manifestations, effects, and outcomes, which is: that consumerism is not merely the
consumption of goods, services, and commodities, or rather, it is no longer just a biological
and economic process to achieve life's necessities and fulfill human needs, but rather a
paradigm and an interpretive and directive model that dominates all aspects of life and even
humans themselves, including social relationships, which have become subject to
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consumerist standards and market logic based on utility and immediate gratification, This
has made these social bonds characterized by fragility, disintegration, alienation, and
reification, which has negatively reflected on the cohesion of society and the psychology of
the contemporary individual.

Keywords: Consumerism, Liquid modernity, Social relations, Zygmunt Bauman,
Alienation.
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