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Abstract:

The emergence of the modernist approach in Arab intellectual circles marked a turning
point unprecedented in Arab-Islamic history. This approach considers Islam to be a cultural
heritage and treats its sacred texts as historical documents, subjecting them to study,
criticism, and scrutiny. A group of Arab modernists followed the Western approach in
reading the Qur'an in a contemporary manner, led by Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd and
Muhammad Arkoun. The influence of Orientalism was evident in Arkoun's writings, which
made them the most critical, His critical study called for a re-reading and reinterpretation of
the Qur'an in accordance with modern literary criticism, following a linguistic, semiotic, and
analytical approach in order to present its correct meanings and highlight its linguistic

characteristics, He considered that this did not affect the content and practices of the faith,
but rather subjected it to a more open system of knowledge. He also pointed out in many

116




places the clear lag in Quranic studies compared to biblical and gospel studies, and that this

lag reflected the historical disparity between civilizations.

Keywords: Quranic text, modernist reading of the Quran, Orientalism, linguistic approach
historical approach
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