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Abstract :

Families who have a child with a disability often face significant social, economic, and
emotional pressures that may influence their reproductive decisions. This study examines
the effect of social status—defined by parents’ educational level, the mother’s professional
status, and the family’s monthly income—on the reproductive behavior of families with
disabled children. A quantitative approach was adopted, using an interview-based
questionnaire applied to a purposive sample of 40 families in the province of Boumerdes.
Findings indicate that parents’ educational level and the mother’s employment did not
significantly affect the number of children, the use of contraceptives, or decisions regarding
future childbearing. Monthly income appeared as a relative factor, with lower-income
families showing reduced inclination toward having more children. Overall, the experience

of having a child with a disability had a stronger impact on reproductive behavior than
traditional social characteristics

Keywords :Reproductive behavior, Disabled child, Social status, Educational level,
Algerian families, Family planning
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