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Abstract:

This paper offers a critical interpretation of the prevailing conditions within virtual
systems by employing Herbert Marcuse’s theory of reification. It examines how the growing
dominance of digital capitalism has transformed the means of acquiring wealth, shifting the
virtual user into an obsessive creator of new content and products aimed at increasing their
virtual popularity and financial gain.

As the types of technologies employed and the quantity of platforms and applications
continue to proliferate at an unprecedented rate, underpinned by technologies that encourage

excessive self-display, the commodification of individuals and competition among users have
intensified, leading to a vulgarization of the virtual communicative landscape.
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In this highly competitive environment, each user strives to cultivate unique symbols,
behaviors, and ideas to differentiate themselves and affirm their individuality. Similarly,
every producer within the virtual space seeks to establish their own brand, as the
commodification of individuals through the pursuit of a larger following on social media
platforms is viewed as an attempt to solidify a personal commercial brand through practices,
performances, and rituals.

Keywords: Digital capitalism, Commodification of the self, Virtual spaces, Reification
theory.
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