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The Pattern of Resistance and Its Manifestations in the Text “El-Rihla” by the
Novelist and Critic “Radwa Ashour”.
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Abstract:

In this research paper, we attempt to approach a text by the Egyptian critic and novelist
Radwa Ashour, titled "EI-Rihla.” This text does not merely document the author's travels to
the United States to fulfill the requirements for obtaining a Ph.D.; rather, it is a text in which
the stance toward the "Other" occupies a central position. This stance is fundamentally rooted
in resistance, serving as a central framework upon which the text is constructed. This is
particularly significant given that modern travel narratives no longer focus solely on providing
the reader with knowledge about the "Other," as this role has been taken over by other means.

Since the duality of the "Self" and the "Other" is one of the key binaries addressed in
the field of cultural criticism, we seek to draw on some of the concepts from this field to
approach the text under study. These include concepts such as framework, the Self and the
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Other, counter-discourse, writing back, and others. We conclude that the text of "EI-Rihla" is
built on a central framework of resistance, which encompasses a set of sub-frameworks, the
most important of which are: resistance to American imperialism, the framework of political
opposition, and the framework of the rebellious female. What unites these frameworks is the
resistance to domination in all its forms.

Keywords: Travel literature, Radwa Ashour, Self and Other, Cultural criticism, Framework
of resistance.
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