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Abstract:

This research paper explores the ideological foundations from which Slavoj Zizek
expands the common concept of violence—specifically, subjective violence, which
refers to the illegitimate use of force against others to cause harm, damage, or moral
offense—to include social injustice as a form of systemic violence rooted in
institutional structures that produce and reproduce relations of domination and social
and political inequality.

Therefore, this article aims to reveal Zizek’s conception of the complex nature of
violence within the neoliberal capitalist system. For ZiZek, violence is a multifaceted
phenomenon operating on two levels: subjective and institutional. It is not an incidental
occurrence or a deviation from the legal order of society but rather an essential structure

embedded in the relations of production and power. According to Zizek, violence
permeates all aspects of contemporary life, as capitalism produces and restructures
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violent disorder to fit the market logic of the continuous exclusion of unnecessary
social elements.
Keywords: Slavoj Zizek, ideology, violence, representations.
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