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Abstract:

This article examines Jirgen Habermas's concept of the public sphere, as developed
within the second generation of the Frankfurt School of critical theory. The discussion
delves into the historical, political, and social contexts that facilitated the emergence of
"public spheres" in Europe, tracing their evolution from bourgeois to democratic,
propagandistic, and consumerist environments. These spheres were marked by free
participation and required rationality and communicative action for the exchange of ideas
and opinions on public matters, with the aim of achieving a mutual agreement.

Nevertheless, Habermas's formulation, as noted by his critics, systematically excluded
various social groups such as women, workers, minorities, and marginalized individuals.
Furthermore, Habermas himself later acknowledged some of the criticisms initially
overlooked, which necessitates a cautious application of this concept, particularly within

Arab contexts. These contexts often lack the foundation of rational discourse, frequently
relying on emotion, religion, and social norms to justify opinions and assert positions.
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