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Abstract:

This study aims to reveal the cognitive pitfalls and methodological contradictions in the so-
called Applied Islamology in the project “Criticism of Islamic Reason” by the Algerian
thinker Muhammad Arkoun.

These pitfalls and contradictions forcefully present themselves, in our opinion ,as a result of
subjecting the Qu’ranic text and forcibly adapting it to respond to ready- made western
approaches detached from their historical and cultural contexts, and considering them as
undisputed Scientific approaches on the one hand. on the other hand amassing a huge
arsenal of those approaches that agree with each other or contradict each other, made
Arkoun arrive at results that were predetermined and common in the context of western
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heritage to which it was applied ,making them results that expose his Ideological tendencies
and biases more than they express Scientific knowledge.
To take stock of this matter and to expand its dimensions, we decided to develop an action
plan whose elements were limited to examining the nature of the curricula employed in the
Arkon project and the most prominent epistemological obstacles that prevent it from
achieving scientificity and objectivity in the ideas it proposed, using in discussing these
elements an analytical and critical approach as required by the nature of the topic.
Keywords: Applied Islamic, curricula, Modernity, Quranic text, historical.
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