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Abstract:

The article follows the development of the feminist movement from its Western
roots-influenced by the French Revolution, Enlightenment, and Industrial
Revolution-to its spread in the Arab world during the Arab Nahda and culminating
as the specific Algerian experience closely interwoven with the anti-colonial crusade

against French domination. It asserts that Algerian feminism evolved within an
intricate historical context: women’s involvement in the War of Liberation provided
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them with political legitimacy, while the post-independence rebuilding process
brought new difficulties. The movement path included a series of phases: pre-
independent activism, post-1962 expansion of girls’ schooling, an independent
associations’ resurgence in the late 1980s, and a diversion toward humanitarian
intervention during the “Black Decade” of the 1990s. The research finds three main
ideological currents-Marxist, Islamic, and rights-based feminism-while emphasizing
recurrent structural obstacles like the urban—rural gap, low female labor force
participation in spite of gains in schooling, and the limitation of an elitist discourse,
with internal ideological divisiveness and poor associations’ coordination
additionally diluting the movement effect. Finally, it advocates enhanced grassroots
interaction, collaboration with civil society, and balanced discourse that merges
native cultural matrices with universal human rights standards so as to locate women
in the very center of Algeria’s national developmental agenda.

Keywords: Feminism, Algeria, Gender Equality, Women’s Rights, Social
Movements.
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