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Abstract:

Funerary rituals are among the most significant practices revealing the symbolic
and social structures of ancient societies, reflecting human conceptions of death, life,
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and immortality. In ancient North Africa, these rituals were marked by great
diversity and symbolic richness, resulting from the interaction between Berber,
Phoenician, and Roman cultures. This study aims to analyze funerary practices in
ancient North Africa from both historical and anthropological perspectives, by
examining tomb types, offerings, symbols, and burial customs, in order to uncover
their deeper social and symbolic meanings.

The research is based on the hypothesis that funerary rituals were not merely
material or religious acts, but rather symbolic discourses expressing collective
perceptions of destiny and the individual’s status within the community.
Using a historical-analytical method combined with a comparative anthropological
approach, this study seeks to highlight the manifestations of cultural interaction in
funerary practices and to reinterpret North Africa’s ancient heritage beyond colonial
narratives.

The study concludes that funerary rituals stand as a living testimony to the unity
of the human experience in confronting death and to the creative capacity of ancient
African culture within its Mediterranean context.

Keywords : Funerary rituals; Ancient North Africa; Symbolic meanings ;
Cultural interaction ; Historical anthropology.
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