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Abstract:

The preservation of Saharan ksour aims to understand their nature and to restore
them to the state they were in, as well as the role they played in the past prior to any
intervention. This can only be achieved by delving into their history on the basis of

reliable historical sources. To clarify this, the present research focuses on the
importance of historical studies in this field through the selection of a case study
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represented by Ksar El Krakda in El Bayadh Province, with the objective of
preserving it through its history. The ksar is distinguished by its considerable
importance, whether in terms of its predominantly residential architecture
characterized by homogeneous and unified traditional buildings, or in terms of its
geographical location, which placed it along the caravan routes crossing the Saharan
Atlas Mountains during the Ottoman period, thereby highlighting its economic
significance. In addition, it lies along the route of the procession of Sidi Sheikh,
classified among religious celebrations on the UNESCO list. Despite this, the ksar is
suffering from deterioration and decay, which necessitates drawing attention to it for
preservation purposes, particularly as it has not previously been subject to any form
of protection and has not even been registered on the supplementary inventory list,
unlike other ksour in ElI Bayadh Province. Accordingly, historical studies provide us
with information that has disappeared and is no longer commonly known today,
thereby contributing to highlighting the value of the ksar and documenting it with
the aim of establishing it in the future as a protected sector. They also help provide a
vision of what it was like in the past in order to facilitate its conservation and
restoration, in addition to offering insights into the activities practiced during its
period of prosperity for use in enhancement and valorization projects.

Keywords: Importance; Historical Studies; Preservation; Ksar El Krakda.
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