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Abstract:

This study examines the problem of interpreting the colonial military archives
related to the Algerian War of Independence through an approach that combines
traditional historical criticism with digital analytical tools. It focuses on French
military reports concerning Operation Courroie (“the Belt”), conducted in Wilaya IV
in 1959 as part of the Challe Plan. The study is based on the analysis of a sample of
military documents containing statistical tables on human losses, seized weapons,
and targeted organizational structures. These data were digitized and subjected to
quantitative processing in order to test the internal consistency of the indicators
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reported in the operational reports. The findings reveal a numerical discrepancy
between the number of recorded casualties and the number of weapons captured
during the operation, raising methodological questions about the military
classifications used in calculating operational outcomes. The study also highlights
the limits of French military capacity to impose full control over the mountainous
terrain, despite the extensive engineering effort invested in opening and upgrading
mountain tracks

.Keywords : French archives; Challe Plan; digital history; Algerian Revolution;
Wilaya IV
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- ANNEXE F2 -

BILAN GLOBAL COURROIE

1 -~ PERTES AMIES.
== ANisS.

COURROIE UNITES C. A. a. =
hors Zone COURROIE 9T AL

Tués 166 100 2an T
Blesasés 282 218 480
Disparus ou enlevés 1 26 - |
Armes de guerre 46 a1 12 4{
(dont 3 F.M, ) [ldontlimitr.et2 M. dontlmitr.et SF.M

P, A 2 7 =) ‘%
|

2 ~ PERTES REBELLES.

Prisonniers 471 323

Tués 1,756 865 2,821
|

O.P.4A, arrEtés 941 517 1,458

Ralliés i3 279

Armes de guerre ses 245
{dont 28 armes {dont € armes tdo
collectives) collectives) e

P.A. ou revolver 244 227 7

Armes de chasse 421 321 742

Service Historique de la Défense (SHD), 1H 2753, Dossier 3, Opération - :yduasl!
«Couronne» (Action Numéro 1 A 6), Annexe F2 Bilan Global Courroie, P69.
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