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Abstract:

This article examines the evolution of the Code de I’indigénat in Algeria during
the colonial period from 1871 to 1946, as an exceptional legal instrument. Its
emergence was closely linked to the consolidation of French colonial control over
Algeria, as it aimed to legitimize colonial domination through a legal system that

differentiated between populations. This system was based on subjecting Algerians
to special sanctions outside the framework of ordinary law, thereby establishing a
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clear legal duality, reflected in a wide range of offenses affecting various aspects of
their daily lives. Moreover, this system was not limited to Algeria but was extended
to other French colonies, highlighting its role as a broader colonial model. The
implementation of this law had profound consequences, including the disruption of
social structures, the deepening of economic inequalities, and the exclusion of
Algerians from political life. In response, Algerians expressed their rejection
through various forms of resistance, contributing to the growth of national
consciousness and liberationist thought. In the context of international
transformations and increasing internal pressures, the Code de [’indigénat was
abolished in 1946, marking an important stage in the gradual dismantling of the
colonial system in Algeria.

Keywords : Indigenous Code ; French Colonialism ; Indigenous populations;
Discrimination ; resistance
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