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The Scientific Journey of Al-Sanusi to the East and
Its Role in Constructing His Reformist Project
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Abstract:
This paper examines and analyzes the journey of the Algerian scholar and Sufi,
Muhammad ibn Ali al-Sanusi (1787-1859), founder of one of the most significant
Sufi reform movements of the nineteenth century: the Sanusiyya. The significance
of this study extends beyond tracing the geographical trajectory of his journey—
from Algeria to Tunisia, then Cairo and the Hejaz, before settling in Libya—to
encompass an analysis of the intellectual and political transformations that
accompanied it. The paper explores how al-Sanusi’s reformist vision took shape

through his engagement with various schools of jurisprudence and Sufism, and how
his journey paved the way for relocating the center of his movement from the Hejaz
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to Cyrenaica, where he established the nucleus of a civilizational project that
combined spirituality, jihad, and resistance to colonial expansion—Ilaying the
foundation for what would later become the core of the Libyan monarchy.
Keywords : Muhammad ibn Ali al-Sanusi, the Sanusiyya, the Hejaz, barga,
Jaghbub, Islamic reform, Sufism, resistance.
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