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The Tijaniya Order in West Africa and its religious

and educational role in the region during the 19th
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Abstract :

The study of Sufi orders, their sheikhs, writings, and beliefs, is still of interest to
researchers to this day, especially in their historical, educational, and social aspects.
This is why our research included the Tijaniya Order and its religious and
educational role in West Africa. We will discuss the founder of the order, Sheikh
Ahmed al-Tijani, his life, and the beginnings of his method, which was widely
spread not only in Algeria but also in most countries of the Maghreb, the Arab
Levant, and Africa. Its spread in West Africa is due to a number of prominent

figures who took the method from its founder or presenters and began disseminating
them. Its religious role was represented by spreading Islam and building mosques,
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zawiyas, and religious centers. Its educational role was represented by instilling
virtuous values, morals, and etiquette.
Keywords: Sufism/ Tijaniya/ West Africa /Education/ Islam
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