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Abstract:
Over the past century, the world witnessed significant transformations across
various fields, particularly in education which sparked skepticism about the
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traditional curricula’s effectiveness, leading to the development of influential
theories that reshaped educational practices. Hence, reviewing the teaching methods
was mandatory. The concept of introducing philosophy to children in schools largely
emerged due to the work of the American philosopher Matthew Lipman who
developed with his team a comprehensive program that integrates theoretical
principles and practical tools, establishing teaching philosophy to children as an
educational necessity.

The program witnessed positive outcomes, promoting the spread of this concept in
the Western world. Translated into numerous languages, it inspired new approaches
in Europe, though Lipman's original vision remains the foundation for subsequent
initiatives.

This research aims to define the concept of philosophy for children to clarify the
vision. We then question: How can philosophy with its profound significance, be
brought down from the abstract contemplation’s realm to that of simplicity and
spontaneity? More specifically, what are Lipman’s justifications and theoretical and
practical foundations for making philosophy an educational necessity and a teaching
tool for children in schools?

Keywords: Philosophy for Children; Matthew Lipman; Education; Curriculum;
Critical Thinking.
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