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Abstract:

Northern Africa has been a crossroads of numerous civilizations throughout
antiquity, notably the Punic and Roman cultures. This succession of societies left
behind a wealth of material remains, now regarded as integral components of the
region’s national heritage. For this study, we selected the city of Hammam Debbagh
as a focal point for examining the ancient period. Historical records available to us
offer limited insight into its role during this era, identifying it primarily as a Roman
station known as Ad Aquae Thibilitanae.
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This research seeks to advance scientific understanding and safeguard tangible
heritage by exploring the physical legacies of the civilizations that once shaped this
city, while advocating for the preservation of its diverse cultural assets. Drawing on
both bibliographical sources and fieldwork, we have uncovered material evidence of
significant historical, cultural, and civilizational value, highlighting the area’s
remarkable diversity.

Our analysis of bibliographical and field data underscores the region’s richness in
ancient artifacts, emphasizing the pressing need for protective measures to conserve
these remains. The site itself raises compelling historical and civilizational
questions, necessitating an academic investigation grounded in historical,
descriptive, and analytical approaches.

Keywords: Hammam Debbagh, Hammam Meskhoutine, Roman Station, Aquae
Thibilitanae.
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