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Abstract:

The Saharan ksour constitute a critical component of the architectural and
cultural heritage of North Africa, reflecting the socio-economic structures and
environmental adaptations of desert communities. Among these traditional
settlements, Qsar Ouakda, located in the Béchar region of southwestern Algeria,
stands out as one of the oldest and most historically significant examples. Its
architectural form and urban fabric encapsulate centuries of local knowledge,
cultural continuity, and spatial organization suited to arid environments.

Qsar Ouakda represents a paradigmatic case of vernacular Saharan architecture,
characterized by a synthesis of residential and defensive functions within a compact

urban form. This study aims to investigate the historical evolution and architectural
typology of the gasr, with a focus on its spatial configuration, construction
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techniques, and defining morphological features. Through this analysis, the research
seeks to illuminate the broader socio-cultural and functional dimensions embedded
in the built environment of the settlement.

The study is guided by the following core questions:

What is the geographical and historical context of Qsar Ouakda? What architectural
features distinguish it from other Saharan ksour? How do its spatial and structural
elements reflect the social organization and practical needs of its inhabitants? And in
what ways has the architecture been adapted to the environmental and cultural
conditions of the region?

Keywords: Qsar Ouakda, Vernacular Architecture, Saharan Environment,
Architectural Planning; Architectural Description.
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