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Abstract:

This study examines the significance of university libraries in enhancing the
visibility and improving the rankings of universities within global systems such as
the Shanghai Ranking, Times Higher Education (THE), and Webometrics. Global
rankings serve a vital function by guiding universities to enhance the quality of their
education and research, thereby increasing their competitiveness on an international
scale. Furthermore, these rankings assist institutions in securing resources for
research initiatives aimed at both faculty members and exceptional students.

The scope of these rankings extends beyond the activities of universities and
research laboratories; it also includes university libraries, which are fundamental in
supporting academic research. Libraries play a crucial role by providing access to
databases and digital content while promoting open access to research—an essential
component influencing these rankings. Nonetheless, this study highlights that the
role of university libraries remains ambiguous in numerous developing countries.

Through this analysis, the three principal global rankings were evaluated
regarding their relevance within developing nations. The study also showcases
successful instances of university libraries, such as those at Stanford University and
King Saud University, which have served as benchmarks for investigating and
analyzing the circumstances surrounding Algerian university libraries. The Djillali
Liabes University Library in Sidi Bel Abbés and Ferhat Abbas University Library in
Setif were selected for examination due to their recent progress in national rankings
over the past three years. The findings suggest that libraries can substantially
contribute to enhancing a university’s ranking if their resources are effectively
leveraged to support academic research and digital services.

Keywords: Global rankings; University libraries; Scientific research;
Visibility; Algeria,
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