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Abstract:
The region of Touat has for a long time represented a fertile area for the growth and
spread of different Sufi Tarikas (ways), especially the Shadhili one. By virtue of the
geographical proximity as well as the economic and social relations between Touat
and the Saoura Valley, the region has known a spiritual and social presence of the
Karzazi Zawiya since the time of its founder, Sheikh Sayed Ahmed Al-Kazazi (d.
1616 AD). This presence was mainly embodied in intermarriage relations whereby
the founder's grandchildren have settled in several palaces of Touat Kosours
(villages) such as Tessabit and Bouda. The relation between the Karzazi Zawiya and
Touat region, did not stop in its Sufi social aspect; rather, it went beyond that to
scientific and jurisprudential correspondence, as well as annual and occasional visits
by the Tarika’s Sheikhs to the centers and Zawiyas of knowledge and righteousness
in Touat region.

Keywords: Touat; the Karzazi way; Saoura; Seyed Ahmed Al-Karzazi;
Sufism.
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