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The theoretical disagreement between Abdul Qahir al-Jurjani and Salah
Fadl regarding the theory of ""the meaning of meaning"
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Summary

The concept of “meaning of meaning” is one of the fundamental issues that has
fueled theoretical controversies in ancient Arabic rhetoric and modern criticism.
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This debate over the term is significantly apparent in the two contrasting views of
Abdul Qadir Al-Jurjani and Salah Fadl. Al-Jurjani, through his theory of systems,
argues that eloquence lies in the hidden connection between words and meanings.
He believes that it is not enough to consider only the apparent connotations of
words, instead it is necessary to see how meanings are arranged in their contexts.
For him, the deeper meaning or the ‘meaning of meaning’ arises from the
structure of the language that enables the listener to perceive indirect connotations
that go beyond the first literal interpretation of the word.

In contrast, Salah Fadl reconsidered this concept from a modern critical
perspective, shifting away from a narrow linguistic framework to an interpretive
vision that adopts the cultural and semantic aspects of the text. He asserts that
meaning does not arise from the text only, but rather it emerges from its
interaction with the reader, the context, and the discourse. This contrast shows a
remarkable methodological difference. While Al-Jurjani proceeds from a
deductive approach that relies on the structure of the system, Salah Fadl adopts a
discourse analysis reading informed by cultural discourse perspective and
embraces an interpretive approach allowing for multiple levels of meaning. This,
in fact, presents a shift in rhetorical studies of the text from a closed and restricted
unit to an open space for countless layers of meaning. This approach adopts both
the deductive analytical method and the comparative method in their contrastive
dimension.

Keywords: Contradiction - The meaning of meaning - Modern rhetoric - Abdul
Qahir Al-Jurjani - Salah Fadl.
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