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Afif al-Din al-Tilimsani’s quintet on Ibn Sina’s ‘Ayniyat fi al-Nafs’

from the manuscript “Al-Kashf wa al-Bayan fi ‘Ilm Ma’rifat al-Insan”
-Presentation and investigation -
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Abstract:

The soul was occupied with a great deal of Ibn Sina’s philosophy, so he
wrote a letter about its powers, and spoke about it in various places in his books,
and devoted a powerful poem to it, in which he revealed its conditions and
movements. He answered current questions related to it, such as his talk about the
principle of its descent into the body, the meaning of its concealment and
unveiling, its compulsion to enter this humiliating cage, the reason for its
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forgetfulness, the reasons for its aversion and familiarity, and other essential
questions that touch the human soul.

The poem achieved wide fame and its explanations, annotations, and
quintuplets were numerous. Al-Tilimsani Afif al-Din had a large share of it, so he
contributed his two cents, and came up with a mixed explanation in his way of
interpreting the phrase, and his structuralism in the interpretation, and all of that in
a book entitled “Al-Kashf wa al-Bayan fi Ilm Ma’rifat al-Insan” In this research
paper, we will not stop at the text of the explanation, but we will extract the
quintet with which Al-Afeef concluded each chapter of his explanation of the
poem Al-Ainiya, by looking at the five handwritten copies that we compared
between them to memorize the text, edit it, and punctuate it.

Keywords: Al-Afeef Al-Talsmani ;Islamic mysticism; Ibn Sina; Al-Ainyah poem
on the soul ;Al-Takhmis in poetry.
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