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Abstract: Orientalism is a term used to describe the entirety of studies that
explain and analyze Eastern cultures in general, and Arab-Islamic culture in
particular, by Western researchers of various nationalities.
It can also be considered one of the methods of Western projection onto
Eastern cultures with the aim of controlling them. Thus, it is a type of Western
cultural invasion and an attempt to control the East in general, and Muslims in
particular. This is because the majority of Orientalists found in Islam and the Holy
Qur’an something that surpassed their civilization, so they began to examine and
scrutinize it to understand it and explore its depths to understand the essence of
the Arab-Islamic identity, considering the Qur’an as one of its most prominent
components. French Orientalists—Ilike other Orientalists—have devoted
themselves to studying the Arab-Islamic heritage, highlighting the components of

the Arab-Islamic identity, such as the Arabic language, Arabic dialects, and the
Holy Qur’an, as it is the book of Muslims from which they derive their law
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Keywords: Orientalism — French Orientalism — Arab Heritage — Islamic
Heritage — Arab Identity — Oriental Studies.
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