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Imagination and History in ""The Da Vinci Code': The Labyrinths of Truth
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Abstract:
This study aims to analyze Dan Brown's novel The Da Vinci Code, exploring how
the author uses artistic, historical, and religious symbols to construct an engaging
narrative. The study adopts a critical analytical methodology to examine the text,
focusing on Brown's use of artistic symbols (such as Da Vinci's paintings) and
religious elements (such as the Gospels) to create an illusion of reality. The
historical and religious context of the novel was analyzed and compared to known
facts, alongside an examination of the novel's impact on readers and the
controversy it sparked.
The results revealed that Brown skillfully blended fiction with historical facts,
making the novel appear grounded in real events. This approach contributed to the
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book'’s success and captivated readers, though it also sparked widespread debate
about the divinity of Christ and the history of the Church. Despite its thrilling and
thought-provoking nature, the novel remains a work of fiction and should not be
considered a reliable historical or religious reference. The study emphasizes the
importance of distinguishing between literary fiction and historical facts when
engaging with such works, while acknowledging Brown's ability to craft a
compelling story that stimulates thought and discussion.

Keywords: Dan Brown; The Da Vinci Code; historical novel; visual art; narrative
experimentation.
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2. Dan Brown, The Greatest Conspiracy of the Past 2000 Years Is
about to Unravel: https://danbrown.com/the-davinci-code/ (consulte
01/12/2022)

3. Kennedy, Tammie M., Mary Magdalene and the Politics of Public
Memory: Interrogating ‘The Da Vinci Code, Feminist Formations, vol.
24, no. 2, 2012, pp. 120-39: http://www.jstor.org/stable/23275107
(consulté 01/12/2022)

% - Pierre Lassave, Code, codex et autres affaires:
https://journals.openedition.org/assr/18183 (10/03/2025)

> - Kennedy, Tammie M., Mary Magdalene and the Politics of Public
Memory: Interrogating ‘The Da Vinci Code.Feminist Formations, vol.
24, no. 2, 2012, pp. 120-39: http://www.jstor.org/stable/23275107
(consulté 01/12/2022)
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8 _ Harold W. Attridge, Truth and Fiction in The Da Vinci Code or the Enduring
Appeal of Conspiracy Theories, Boisi Center for Religion and American Public
Life, Boston College.

https://www.bc.edu/bc-web/centers/boisi-center/events/archive/spring-2006/truth-
and-fiction-in-the-davinci-code.html (07/04/2022).
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1 _ Jenita Elizabeth George, Symbolism In Dan Brown’s The Da Vinci Code:
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(03/03/2025)
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