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 Imagery from rhetorical and structural viewpoints reveals the dynamic 

balance between implication and communication  
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Abstract:  Viewing imagery through both rhetorical and structural analysis lenses 

reveals a dynamic interplay between suggestion and communication. Historically, 

eloquence signified a mastery of expression to suit the demands of the moment, 

embodying the ability to derive meaning through diverse approaches, all aimed at 

resonating with the present circumstances. While Western rhetoric traditionally 

emphasized persuasion as an art form, with the aim of influencing others to accept 

the content of discourse, contemporary scholarship has transcended such narrow 

confines, seeking to broaden its horizons. 

  Of particular significance is the endeavor of Roland Barthes and his 

contemporaries to explore imagery through the prism of rhetoric, recognizing it as 

a symbolic construct stemming from the relationship between signifier and 

signified, a relationship characterized by a degree of arbitrariness. 

  Barthes proposes that if imagery is to be considered a form of discourse, it must 

be interpreted within the context of the text, often utilizing rhetorical devices such 

as metaphor and simile. His work seeks to extend the scope of rhetoric to 

encompass various realms of knowledge. Central to our inquiry is the evolution of 

attitudes toward imagery and its interpretation, from antiquity to the present day. 
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We aim to investigate the relationship between rhetorical interpretation of 

imagery and its tools and methodologies, as well as the contributions of rhetoric to 

unlocking its complexities. These are the questions that our research seeks to 

address. 
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