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The Production of Reality Between Authority and Knowledge: A
Foucauldian Reading of Mahmoud Darwish's 'ldentity Card’
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Abstract :

This study departs from Michel Foucault's critical perspective toward reality,
which does not regard reality as necessarily given or inherently neutral. Rather, it is an
intertwined structure shaped by the interplay of power dynamics, systems of knowledge,
and patterns of linguistic expression,Foucault shifts from the conventional inquiry into
the "essence of reality" to focus on deconstructing the methods that lead to its formation.
He highlights how institutions (such as prisons, educational centers, and asylums) shape
individuals' identities through meticulous disciplinary maneuvers. Furthermore, the
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research emphasizes how "epistemic neutrality" has transformed from an abstract
concept into a symbolic weapon wielded by centers of power to impose their control.
When this conceptual framework is applied to Mahmoud Darwish's poetic work
"Identity Card," it reveals how the ordinary aspects of Palestinian life — such as working
in quarries and connection to one's village — transform into contested spaces marked by
difference and conflict, where tools of control and oppression are imposed. The poetic
text simultaneously demonstrates resistance by constructing counter-narratives that
reconstruct the concept of identity, while unveiling the mechanisms of authoritarian
domination
KeyWords: Reality, Power, and Knowledge, Discourse, Objectivity, Identity Card,
Heterotopic Spaces, Identity, Resistance
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