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Strategies of Critical Terminology Formation: Abd al-Malik
Murtad’s Lexicon between Heritage-Based Conceptualization and
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Abstract:

This study examines the problem of critical terminology in contemporary Arab criticism
as a fundamental manifestation of the methodological and linguistic crisis, through an
analysis of Abd al-Malik Murtad’s critical lexicon as a conscious model of strategies of
terminology formation, situated between heritage-based conceptualization and cultural
translation. The study aims to identify the epistemological and methodological
mechanisms underlying Murtad’s terminological system and to demonstrate how he
transcended the binary of literal translation of Western concepts and insular adherence to
classical heritage, in order to construct a functional Arabic critical language.
Methodologically, the study adopts a historical-lexical approach combined with critical
discourse analysis and a comparative framework between Murtad’s terminology, classical
Arabic criticism, and modern Western theories. The findings reveal three main strategies
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in Murtad’s terminological project: the re-signification of heritage concepts through
semantic displacement, creative translation through cultural adaptation, and the
construction of hybrid conceptual fields. The study concludes that Murtad’s work goes
beyond the mere use of terminology to establish a reflective linguistic critical awareness
that contributes to the consolidation of an autonomous Arab critical discourse capable of

.engaging dialogically with global theoretical paradigms

KeyWords: critical terminology; terminology formation; cultural translation;
.contemporary Arab criticism; heritage-based conceptualization; critical lexicon
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