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Functions of Poetry Their Names and Related Terminology in
Classical Arabic Criticism
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Abstract:

Poetry functions have been many that has been designated by different terms
including arts, chapters, types, modes, verses, and limbs. They are integrated in
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indicating what relates to the classifications that poets of Arabic poetry were
known by, the most famous of which are: nasib-prelude of eroticism or love-,
praise, satire, pride, and description, noting that this article comes within these
divisions strives to clarify functions of poem in the opinion of early critics as far
as clarifying its concept and terminology are concerned and then we reach toward
a matter closely related to it which is distinguishing between the structured poem
and simple poem.

Consequently this paper attempts through researching, to answer several
important questions; where the most important could be summarized in three
questions: What is meant by the poetic function? Do these terms agree with the
meaning intended by this notion in usage by critics? What were the factors that
affected classifications varied early critics used in themes of poetry?

In achieving these goals, we resort to using the descriptive-analytical
methodology in the study mainly as it suits studying and analyzing texts then we
use some statistics in counting functions and themes of poetry.

Keywords: Classical Arabic Criticism, Functions of Poetry, praise, Satire,
Poem, Poetic discourse.
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