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Abstract :

A skillful speaker is keen to ensure that the opening of their speech is in harmony with
its intended purpose. In this way, they are able to capture the listener’s or reader’s
attention through a subtle gesture that hints at their aim. Rhetoricians refer to this skill as
“skillful opening” (husn al-ibtida’ / bara‘at al-istihlal), and it is one of the rhetorical
phenomena that frequently appear in poetry and prose, as well as in the Holy Qur’an,
which came in harmony with the styles of the Arabs and their methods of expression,
whether through explicit statement or subtle allusion.

In this study, I sought to explore how this phenomenon is manifested in the Qur’anic
surahs and to examine the extent to which it is realized in the opening of Surat al-
‘Adiyat. The research also investigates the relationship between the object of the oath—
which appears, at first glance, somewhat unusual—and its response within the surah. It
becomes clear that the introduction of the surah is marked by a remarkable rhetorical
opening and a subtle allusion, as it begins with a series of eloquent, artistic oaths that
implicitly or explicitly point to its supreme purpose. Through a stylistic reading of the
surah at its phonetic, lexical, syntactic, and semantic levels, this opening achieves
coherence and harmony. On this basis, the study concludes that the intended aim is to
remind the human being of their state in relation to their Lord, and to show how one
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may draw inspiration from the behavior of horses toward their owner—namely sacrifice,
courage, and sincerity.
KeyWords: Skillful, Opening, Al-‘Adiyat, reading, stylistics, Harmony.
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