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The Dynamics of Deviant Group in the Reproduction of Deviance : A
Network Study of Relationships and Patterns of Belonging
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Abstract :

This article seeks to understand how deviant groups contribute to the reproduction
of deviant behaviour within urban and semi-urban neighbourhoods, by conducting
a network-based analysis of internal relationships and mechanisms of group
affiliation. A field-oriented sociological approach was adopted, involving semi-
structured interviews and participant observation, to investigate interaction
dynamics, informal power structures, and the transmission of deviant behavioural
patterns within the group. The study finds that affiliation with the group leads to a
gradual normalization of deviant behaviour and reinforces the consolidation of
closed networks that enable the group’s persistence and expansion.
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