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The Cohesive Network in Qur’anic Narrative between Reference and
Repetition: A Text-Linguistic and Discourse—Analytic Approach to the
Story of Noah (Peace Be Upon Him)
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Abstrac: This study is situated within the field of Text Linguistics, which views

the text as a communicative interaction governed by cohesion mechanisms, and
considers Qur’anic narrative a fertile domain due to its coherent structure and
integrated formal and semantic levels. The study aims to examine the role of
reference and repetition in achieving textual cohesion in the story of Prophet Noah,
as presented in Surahs Al-A‘raf, Hud, and Ash-Shu‘ara, both within each surah
and across the three surahs collectively. It adopts a descriptive analytical approach
with a quantitative dimension, based on concepts of textual cohesion and its tools,
focusing on types of reference and levels of repetition. The analysis shows that
reference stabilizes participants and organizes transitions between narrative
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segments, while repetition constructs lexical chains that preserve thematic unity.
Their interaction shifts cohesion from a formal level to a semantic one, highlighting
an aspect of the Qur’anic discourse overall coherence.

Keywords : Textual cohesion, Reference, Repetition, Qur’anic narrative, Story of
Prophet Noah .
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