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Al-Rafei's poetry and aesthetics
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Abstract :

Many studies have differed on the definition of poetry. The Arabs paid great
attention to this art, considering it their diwan (collection of works), their way of
life, and their heart. They defined poetry as a chariot pulled by two horses—
emotion and imagination—driven by a wise man, the mind. Their first book was on
"The Art of Poetry." In our modern era, many have discussed the art and concept
of poetry. We will focus on one of them who, when you read his work, you feel as if
he mastered language as a gift, not a craft—or rather, as if he were a
contemporary of Al-Asma'i or Al-Jahiz: the poet and critic Mustafa Sadiq Al-

Rafi'i (1880-1937) .

This article researches and studies the aesthetics and artistry of poetry according
to Al-Rafi'i. Its importance lies in being an independent study, particularly of his
famous diwan, which was published with an introduction that perplexed the
rhetoricians of his time. Some doubted its attribution to him, hesitating to accept it,
while others thought it was translated. However, witnesses to the contrary dispelled

all doubt.

What was Al-Rafi'i's view on poetry? Did he see it as merely metered and rhymed
speech, or did he see it as a specter that inspires the soul's inner thoughts to

manifest in eloquent language?
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We will explore all of this in this article.

KeyWords: The aesthetics of poetry, Al-Rafi'i, Diwan, artistic, conservatives,
modernists.
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