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Abstract :

This study analyzes urban civilization in the western Islamic world through Al-Sharif Al-
Idrisi’s work Nuzhat al-Mushtaq fi Ikhtiraq al-Afaq (548 AH / 1154 CE), exploring how
Islamic cities functioned as integrated systems. A descriptive-analytical method was
employed to examine the first volume through four axes: geographical context,
architectural structure, socio-economic dimensions, and cultural-religious aspects. The
textual analysis of Isma‘il Al-‘Arabi’s 1989 edition extracted urban indicators including
distance measurements, architectural descriptions, economic activities, and social
patterns. The analysis revealed Al-Idrisi’s advanced understanding of urban dynamics,
showing how geographical location serves as an explanatory variable guiding urban
development through three mechanisms: protection (mountainous sites), expansion
(plains), and connection (coastal areas).
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The study demonstrates that Nuzhat al-Mushtaq transcends traditional geographical
description, presenting cities as complex systems where the natural environment,
architectural choices, economic networks, and religious institutions interact dialectically.
Al-Idrisi’s work provides vital documentation of Mediterranean Islamic urbanism in the
twelfth century CE, though limited by reliance on secondary narratives and
underrepresentation of lower social classes.

KeyWords: Al-Idrisi; Nuzhat al-Mushtag; Islamic City; Urban Geography; Sixth
Century AH.
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