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The epic of Haizia between poetic heritage and narrative novel
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Abstract:

The name "Haizia" is associated with the most famous love story in Algerian
folklore. The events of this story depend on repeating what was mentioned in the
poem "Haizia" by the Algerian folk poet Mohamed Ben Qaytun. It is a story in a
poem that has a real historical core, but the narrators narrated it in different
styles, which made the story swing between two limits: the limit of reality and the
limit of legend. This poem was sung by a number of Algerian singers, and the
Palestinian poet Ezz EI-Din ElI-Manasra was influenced by this character, so he
established it in a poem of the free verse genre in classical Arabic, and gave it the
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title: "Haizia, a lover of the spray of the oases.” It is noteworthy that after two
centuries have passed since that sad story, its story continues to inspire writers,
poets and authors to this day, as the Algerian novelist Wasini Al-A'raj published
a novel entitled: "Haizia, the sigh of the slaughtered gazelle.” To give it a label as
the greatest Algerian love story, crowning chaste love with eternal power above
customs, traditions and norms. In this research, we have tried to delve into the
excavations of Algerian national culture to arrive at the idea closest to reality in
the events of the Haizia epic.

Keywords: Haizia - the story - the poetic heritage - imagination - the novel
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