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Historical Problems in the Hadiths of Ashura
A Comparative Study study between the Hijri calendar and the Hebrew

calendar
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Abstract

This study tackles a complex contemporary research problem, based on many Islamic
Sharia rulings, such as fasting and pilgrimage, and related to research methods related to
different fields of knowledge. The confinement between religion and science makes this
subject complex. The Prophet’s fasting on the day of Ashura is a sub-issue represented in
the narrations of the Prophet’s biography and hadith books that mislead the reader into
believing to a clear contradiction between historical events and Authentic Hadiths. This
raises historical problems that lead to search for calendar’s nature used in pre-Islamic
times among Arabs and Jews and reveal methods of counting and calculation. Through
three issues, we dismantle these problems, through a comparative study between the
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Jewish Hebrew calendar and the Islamic Hijri calendar by explaining how Arabs in pre-
Islamic times were affected by the postponement of the Jews, and how Islam abolished

it in the Farewell Pilgrimage, and that contemporary disagreement is on modern computer

technical algorithms, not in narrations

KeyWords: Ashura; the Arab postponement; the Jewish postponement; calendar

ambiguities ; the practitioners of postponement
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