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The stance of Reform and Arab Renaissance pioneers onWestern

modernity
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Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the perspectives, propositions, and ideas of the
reformist movement during the Arab Renaissance, as well as its perceptions and
modes of interaction with Western modernity throughout the 3™ century.It
provides a comprehensive overview of the contributions of key reform pioneers
such as Rifa'a Rafi al-Tahtawi, Khayr al-Din al-Tunisi, and Jamal al-Din al-
Afghani. It begins by examining the circumstances that accompanied their
interaction with the West and its civilization, followed by their attempts to
interpret the causes of European progress and prosperity. Finally, it explores the
foundational principles of the reformist project they proposed, formulated in
accordance with the Western model while remaining in conformity with Islamic
law.

KeyWords: Reform;Renaissance;Modernity;Western civilization; Civilizational
encounter.
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