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A neighbor woman by the name of Umm Hajim (
lit. the mother of Hajim) owned a plot of land which she
planted in what, barely and legumes such as peas,
beans and lentils. She also had a number of cows that
needed to be looked after. It was work just suited for
somzone like yousuf. So feeling for him in his plight, she
offered him a job. He'd be all set up: with room ana
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board, clothes and shoes, and even a tin of tobacco and
a book of cigarette paper. It was certainly a lot better
than being unfed and unclothed, homeless and helpless!
So he accepted the offer. After all, he thought such is
life-you win a few, you lose a few.

It wasn't long before he'd accustomed himself to
his new lifestyle. He started spending the night with his
cows, though he did grant himself the privilege of
sleeping on a soft straw mattress and ganbur_(a tiny
kerosene lamp). In the springtime he'd take the cows to
pasture, shooing them away from the garden whenever
they stayed in that direction, and he'd weed the
cucumber and watermelon patches. In the winter
months, he would fork the hay and place it in the manger
along with the barley.
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(1) " Khish, Khish, Khish! Idiot | " repeated the
young boys, over and over, chanting the words to the
rhythm of empty tin cans. (p.61:1-3)
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) The more enraged of control he became
with spittle dripping from the sides of his mouth,
the louder they shouted
(p.61.78)
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(3) When he worked for Dr. Ahmad al-

Mahayiri, he'd been in his glory days.

(p.62:11-12)
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(4) Those were the days God have mercy on him, he
thought sorrowfully.(p.62:20).
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(5) "May God's mercy be upon you doctor’, he
murmured. (p.62:8)
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(6) The broker swore by his marriage, by his neck and
by the lives of his children, that if he took the animals to
the livestock market, he was sure to get less than the
price offered for them.
( 65: 28-31)
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(7) "Damned bastards !" he cried, spitting in their

direction. (61: 5-6)
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(8) Then, his thoughts turning to his tormentors. he
thought, the bastards....(62:22-23)
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(9) though he did grant himself the privilege of sleeping
on a soft straw mattress and qanbur (a tiny kerosene

lamp).
(p.64:13-14)
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(10) which his request grew to a quarter- dinar, ¢hen a

half- then a half-dinar. He ended up collecting all sorts
of things...ah...too many to remember, who cares... !
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- Shunnag, Abdullah. (1998) "Habilat Bishra" in A Sad
Tune in a Spanish Fiddle and Other Jordanian Short
Stories. Irbid, Dar AL-Hilal.
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